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WATERPARKS
A Q U A T I C  C E N T E R S I N D O O R  F A C I L I T I E S R E S O R T S S U P P L I E R SR E V E N U E

BRIEF
Cruise ships race 
to add waterslides 
and aqua parks

The trend of adding wa-
terslides and related equip-
ment to cruise ships began  
in 2005 when Royal Carib-
bean Cruise Line (RCCI) in-
stalled  rock climbing walls, 
mini-golf and ice-skating 
rinks to their cruise ships. 
In 2006, they launched the 
industry’s largest passenger 
ship, Freedom of the Seas, 
with a FlowRider surf simu-
lator and an H2O Zone aqua 
park. 

In 2009, Carnival Cruise 
Line added an aqua park 
called WaterWorks to its Ec-
stasy Cruise Ship at Galves-
ton, Texas and its Dream 
Cruise Ship at Port Canav-
eral, Fla. Last December, 
RCCI launched its newest 
ship, Oasis of the Seas, with 
an H2O Zone and two Flow-
Riders.  

 During July 2010, Nor-
wegian Cruise Line was 
expected to add a water-
slide to each of four ships — 
Jewel, Jade, Pearl and Gem. 
And Costa Cruises plans to 
add waterslides to seven of 
its ships. 

The worldwide data-
base of hotel waterpark re-
sorts open, under construc-
tion and in development,  
is maintained by Phoenix-
based JLC Hospitality Con-
sulting, which reports a 
surge in waterpark features 
opening on cruise ships dur-
ing 2009 and 2010. 

–Source: Jeff Coy, ISHC

Holiday World’s 2011 additions to focus on children, guest comfort
SBF Visa Group
and ProSlide to 
supply new rides
	 Additions and enhance-
ments planned for Indiana’s 
Holiday World & Splashin’ 
Safari in 2011 can be divided 
into two categories: children 
and comfort.
	 According to Park President 
Dan Koch, the investment of 
$5.2 million will provide more 
fun for children and more 
comfort for families. “We’ve 
studied the feedback from our 
park guests that comes to us 
via e-mail, our Facebook page, 
comment cards, and conver-
sations out in the park,” said 
Koch. “This is the year we will 
add more for the little ones to 
do plus a lot of extras around 
the park.”
	 Additions for the upcom-
ing 2011 season include: 
	 •Safari Sam’s SplashLand: 
Located in Splashin’ Safari, 
SplashLand will feature eight 
colorful ProSlide body slides 
for smaller children, plus doz-
ens of water-play elements in a 
shallow pool;
	 •New family Christmas 
ride: A contest will be held 
to name this sleigh ride for 
smaller children to ride with 
older siblings or adults. This 
custom-designed ride supplied 
by Italy’s SBF Visa Group will 
take riders in a circle and up 
and down. It will be located 
in Rudolph’s Reindeer Ranch 
in Holiday World’s Christmas 
section;
	 •Air-conditioned dining at 
Plymouth Rock Café;
	 •More shade and seating 
in Splashin’ Safari;
	 •More restrooms, chang-

ing rooms and family rest-
rooms in both parks;
	 •500 new lockers;
	 •Parking lot improve-
ments, and
	 •New maintenance shop 

and paint shop plus two new 
employee break rooms. 
	 In addition, the town’s 
historic Santa statue, which 
was dedicated in 1935, will be 
restored in the coming year. 

The 22-foot concrete statue, 
which has been in disrepair for 
many years, was acquired by 
the Koch family several years 
ago and is located southeast of 
the park on State Road 245.

Holiday World and 
Splashin’ Safari will expand 
again in 2011. Safari Sam’s 

SplashLand’s new 
additions will include eight 

colorful body slides from 
ProSlide, all designed for 
smaller children. At right, 
the park’s Christmas sec-

tion will be home to a cus-
tom-designed sleigh ride 

supplied by SBF Visa Group 
for smaller children  

to ride with older  
siblings or adults.
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